How to choose a university
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= Matthew Arnold deadline
for all applications
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For Art and Design

Mid April 2009

All finance forms
submitted for those
eligible for means tested
funding.
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Websites
www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport
www.ucas.com/garents

Family

= Any government loans do
not have to be paid back
until graduates earn over
£15,000. For those who start
to re-oay in 2012 you can
have a 5 year repayment
holiday wKen you choose

= Interest in line with inflation
not commercial bank rate
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Medicine, Law, Imperial College (all
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KEY TERMS
= Application = Firm offer
number = Insurance offer

= Apply = Online track

m Clearing password

= Conditional offer = Personal ID

= Confirmation = Route B

= Deferral = Personal

= Entry profiles Statement

= Extra = Reference

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE BEST
UNIVERSITY FOR
YOU

TYPES OF UNIVERSITY

There are various types of university that
students can apply to.

Oxbridge

City

Campus

Technical

Scottish

New Universities or Former Polytechnics

Factors to Consider

= Do you want to live in a city or on a
campus?
= What are the living costs like?

m Does the university offer both the
course you would enjoy but also the
leisure opportunities and lifestyle
that you are looking for.

= What is the composition of the
student body. Imperial for example,
has a 30/70% female male spilit.
Some universities have a very high
proportion of foreign students.

How to Pick

1. Read the course information very
carefully. Only apply for courses
that you are genuinely interested
in. Also ensure that you look at the
entry profile (what grades are
usually offered).

2. Think about geography how far do
you want to go?

3. Visit open days — go to three if you
can this term. They can often be
very helpful in deciding which
university you actually like.

4. Go with a friend or family as they

can give you a second opinion.

Visit the city or town next to the

university.

6. Talk to people you know at
different universities to see what
they think.

7. Read up as much as you can
about which universities are
considered good for the subjects
you wish to take.
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Helpful websites

www.opendays.com
http://education.qguardian.co.uk/chooseadegree

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/educ
ation/sunday_times _university quide/

http://www.hero.ac.uk/
http://education.independent.co.uk/higher/

What to do next

m Research courses using the UCAS
website and prospectuses

= Go on some open days

m Talk to your subject teachers get
their advice

= Start to write your personal
statement — Wednesday morning

m Register for a UCAS card which
gives you info and deals






